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 Gospel Reading September 1 

 

Luke 4:16-22 

At that time, Jesus came to Nazareth, 
where He had been brought up; and 
He went to the synagogue, as was 
His custom, on the Sabbath day.  And 
He stood up to read; and there was 
given to Him the book of the prophet 
Isaiah.  He opened the book and 
found the place where it was written, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because He has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.”  And He 
closed the book, and gave it back to 
the attendant, and sat down, and the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him.  And He began to say 
to them, “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.”  And 
all spoke well of Him, and wondered 
at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. 

 

 

On September 1st the Orthodox Church celebrates the Ecclesiastical 
(Church) New Year, also called Indiction. Is this just another weird 
Orthodox quirk because we like to do things differently?  Well, it 
comes down to calendars and measuring time.  The 12 month 
calendar as we have it today didn’t exist around the time our Lord 
was on Earth.  Back then, a functional system was used where time 
was reckoned according to Indictions.  An Indiction was a period of 
tax assessment which lasted 15 years, at which time the tax rates 
would be reset and this was done on September 1st, possibly in 
relation to a particular Emperor’s birthday, possibly due to the 
relation to harvesting periods.  In any case, September 1st was a kind 
of fiscal (financial) New Year and so the Church New Year went along 
with it because it made sense to the people of the time and we’ve 
kept it ever since! 

Additionally, to mark the significance of everything a new year brings, 
we commemorate the entrance of Christ into the Synagogue to 
announce His mission to mankind.  In this light, September 1st marks 
a ‘New Year’ in the history of the world: the formal commencement 
of our Lord’s ministry unto His creation, unto us. 

 “Christ our God, Your kingdom is an 
everlasting one and Your lordship is 

over all.  
You have made all things with 

wisdom and have established proper 
times and seasons for our lives. 

We give thanks to You in all 
circumstances and for all things. 

Grant that this liturgical year be for all 
of us a year of grace. 

Make us worthy with purity of heart 
always to praise You. Lord, glory to 

You!” 

~ Matins hymn, Sep 1 
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